




   Lecture 10

                         The category of voice and the category of time correlation

The category  of voice (which is found both with finite and non-finite forms) I one of the most formal grammatical categories, because this category doesn’t refer to any fragment of reality, doesn’t reflect any fragment of reality – it’s a way of describing a certain fragment of reality. The category of voice deals with the participants of a happening (doer, action, object) and how they are represented in the sentence (subject, predicate, object). The Active Voice shows that the grammatical subject of the sentence or the subjectival is the doer of the action, denoted by the verb, the Passive Voice shows that the subject or the subjectival is an object of the action. The frequency of occurrence of the English Passive Voice is very great, greater than in Russian. One of the reasons is that the number of verbs capable of forming the Passive Voice is greater in English than in Russian. In many languages: PV – transitive verbs, in English: PV – any object verb.

What the Russian sentences, types of sentences, which correspond to the English, sentence with the PV:

1) Indefinite – personal (Ему сказали).

2) The Russian sentence with the analytical or the synthetic passive: Дом был построен. Дом строится.

3) Russian sentences with the AV, with the subject-predicate inversion: Это сделал мой брат (It was done by my brother)

4) Russian impersonal sentences: Крышу унесло ветром.

 Other voices: it’s a matter of approach if the idea of the Voice depends on the meaning – I wash myself – the reflexive Voice; but if we consider Voices as a grammatical category with special markers, we can’t say that it is a voice. There is no special way of expressing the RV and the R pronoun is not obligatory – it’s not a special category.

 - ся 

· возвратное значение

· безличное значение (подумалось)

· синтетический страдательный залог (строится) – требуется передать на английский

· взаимное (подраться)

· средневозвратное (апельсин легко чистится)

· никакое значение (улыбаться, смеяться, удивляться)

The idea of the Passive voice is expressed not only by means of “to be + P2”, but by means of “get”, “come”, “go” + P2 and “get” + passive infinitive (ingressive meaning  - He got involved; He got to be respected).





The Category of Time Correlation

The category of time correlation is based on the opposition non-perfect/perfect. The idea and thje meaning of the perfect form have beent the matter of close consideration for centuries: in many grammars it was treated as:

· a tense form

· a relative (secondary) tense.

Александр Иванович Смерницкий was the first who identified this category  (the opposition perfect/non-perfect as a category) and gave its name to it.

Now there are 3 main points of view on the perfect form:

· it’s a relative (secondary) tense

· a category of time correlation

· it is an aspect.

The perfect form presents an action as prior to some other action (point a period of time); it is the strong member of the opposition.

    The non-perfect form denotes either a simultaneous or a posterior action or even priority (I remember seeing you. In this case we speak of transposition and neutralization (транспозиция в пользу слабого члена оппозиции)).
The categories typical of the finite forms: the Tense, the Mood, the Person, the Number.

THE TENSE

The idea of Tense is the clearest idea as it deals the physical (actual) time of the action. The category of Tense shows relative time: it is the time of the action as released to the time of the speaker’s being. Accordingly the Past tense shows that the action took place before the time of the speaker’s being. The Future tense shows that the action will follow the speaker’s being. As to the Present tense form is not so easy to identify its meaning. The idea of the Present may be as narrow as a particular point and as wide as centuries, as eras. The Present tense form shows that the time of the action and the time of the speaker’s being belong to the same time sphere.

There were discussions as to how to explain the structure of the grammatical category of tense: those who think that it is based on binary opposition think that it is based on the opposition Past/Non-Past. The Past is the strong member of the opposition. Non-Past is the weak member, by which they mean the Present (which may be used also for the past and the future) and one of the main arguments is that “shall, will + a verb” (infinitive construction) is not exactly a tense form.

THE CATEGORY OF MOOD

(modus (lat.) – характер, модус)

The general meaning: the degree of the reality of the action.

2 groups of Moods (generally):

· the real or fact Moods

· the unreal, non-fact, oblique Moods.

The Indefinite Mood is the only real mood in the English language. It represents an action as a real fact. The forms of the Ind. Mood are the tense-aspect forms of the verb.

There are 2 non-fact Moods in English: the Imperative Mood and the Subjunctive Mood. The hypothetic desirable in the form of advice, request, recommendation, order and so on. There is another point of view on the imperative Mood: (we don’t mark the action as real or unreal!) – Stelling (Штелинг) considers the Imperative form Mood the grammatical idiom.

The Subjunctive Mood represents an action as unreal: 2 degrees of reality: not quite real (Present, Future), quite unreal (for the Past).

Unlike Russian and some other languages, in which there’s a limited group os special means of marking the action as unreal, in English we have quite a number of forms, which mark unreality.

Though thus are formally different it seems advisable to group them together under the name of the Subjunctive Mood as marking the action as unreal. 

The choice of the form to mark the action as unreal depends on:

· the type of the sentence and type of clause

· the word or the phrase which requires this particular form or construction

· on the time reference: present, Future – non-perfect forms, Past – perfect forms.

Some linguists think that the past indefinite and the Past Perfect used to denote an unreal action are not mood forms at all, but tense forms.

