Lecture 3

Then begins the era of the prescriptive or normative grammars (the middle of the 18th c – up to now)

As it is clear from the names of the main difference between grammars of the prenormative and normative periods was that the grammars of the prenormative period just described the grammatical phenomena of the language as they were and the grammars of the prescr/norm period not only described but they both prescribed and proscribed (запрещали) they gave recommendations what to use and how to use, and what not to use.

1. Some of the objections were based on usage but on some logical grounds. Sometimes the usage that they objected to went out of the use, but some of the forms still exist. But we should pay tribute to their attempts, they were very particular about the correctness of the language. They went so far as to criticize some mistakes which were to be found in some official speeches even king’s speeches. For instance in Cobbit’s grammar (the 19th c) we find sort of an assignment to point out errors and nonsense of king’s speech and in Coold Brown’s grammar (in the 19th c) there’s an assignment to point out blunders in the works of other grammarians both predecessors and contemporaries. What ideas did they continue to develop and what interesting things can we find in this period?

2. They continued to argue about the number of case in the EL Their ideas varied from 2 to 3, 4, 5 They showed different approaches some of them were already purely structural approaches which somehow missed them with the modern approaches; they were great innovators.

3. As far as the tenses were concerned all the rules that formulated the use and the formation of the new analytical tenses were worked out in those grammars.

4. Much was done in working out sentence analysis; in the previous period of the prenormative grammars they didn’t write much about the sentence; the main material was devoted to the description of morphological forms and word combinations devoted much time and effort to developing the theory of the sentence. In the prenormative theories they distinguished only two types of sentences: simple and compound and they didn’t describe the structure of a simple or a compound sentence in detail. Later they introduced the distinction between a compound and a composite sentence and still later the grammarian of the beginning of the 20th c (Poutsma) introduced the term “the composite sentence” which is universal now (общее название для любого сложного предложения).

In sentence analysis some grammarians paid much attention to the hierarchy of the sentence and they came to the conclusion that there are different levels in the structure of the sentence there are different levels of dependence and a highly extended sentence fell into groups of different members of the sentence. It was then that they introduced the idea of expansion. In E they singled out two operations – enlargement (расширение) and extention (распространение).

By enlargement they meant an attr to the subject or object. And by extention they meant adverbial modifiers which extended the idea of either a verb or an adv or even an adj.

As to the names:
Lowth

He worked in the second half of the 18th c. His most prominent work is “A short introduction to Eng Gramm” published in 1762

As far as the cases are concerned it was he who insisted on the 2case system for nouns: common two Poss. It was L who introduced the very term “the P case”. Besides for the pronouns he insisted on the 3 case system: he still considered the poss pronouns the poss case of the pronouns: nominative, poss, objective. Scholars think that it was he who introduced the term “the O case”

L. Murray (an American)

(the very end of the 18th c)

1795 – “E Gramm Adapted to the different Clauses of Learners”

his gramm was highly popular, perhaps even more popular than Lowth’s gramm. It underwent fifty editions and in an abridged form it underwent more than 120 editions.

We may call Murray the Follower of Lowth. He used many conceptions, many schemes used by L (in many cases but not in all the cases) Thus he distinguished 3 cases for the noun: he adapted the idea of the O case of L to the noun mostly. He distinguished 9 parts of speech: he considered the A a different part of speech. He introduced some improvements: some of them were happy, some – unhappy.

The best grammars of the second half of the 19th c:

Mason’s Gramm “E Gr” (1858; repr 1907, 1909)

Bain’s G “Higher EG” (1863)

In B we find some ideas which somehow paved the way for structuralism: we find an anticipation of the modern theory of deriving a more complicated structure from a simpler one; it was in B that we find the idea of the possibility of isolating the parts of a compound sentence. 

All the school grammars are nothing but prescriptive normative grammars.

Then comes the period of scientific grammars.

By the end of the 19th c prescriptive grammar has reached the peak of its development. All the units of the EL both morphological and syntactical were described. A large material had been ???whersed??? and a very neat system of explanations had been worked out. A need was felt for a grammar of a higher type which would give a scientific explanation of a grammatical phenomena.

Of the first grammarians of the period was Henry Swead. He wrote several works. His most comprehensive work is called “A new E Grammar, Logical and historical” which was published in 1891. He was one of the first who declared the priority of the doctrine of usage. (приоритет доктрины употребления) For the previous grammarians the main was the doctrine of correctness and for Swead the main was the doctrine of usage – something which is in common use should be the guide. “Whatever is in general use in language is for that reason grammatically correct”. If something doesn’t contradict the common sense and the main rules of the language and in common use – that it is something that can be used.

The beginning of the 20th c witnessed the work of some other great grammarians:

Jespersen

Poulsma

Curme

Onions

Kruisinga

Nesfieled

All of them the authors of scientific grammars in which they not only describe the gramm system of EL but gave some historical and logical explanations and theoretical basis.

Jeperson – one of the greatest specialists. He has one of those who paved the way for the structural approach to the language and he was one of those who formalized the description. It was he who introduced the symbols which are commonly used now:

S – for subject

P – for predicative

O – for object

I – for the infinitive

He spoke of ranks and described the ranks in term of the numerals.

Subject – the first/the primary rank

Pred and O – the secondary rank
