Lecture 7.

Continued from L.6

The sixth class featured quantative gradation. 

«o-o» (in IE)

o + a        o + a 

   a              o

scacal - scoc (shake)

taka - tok (take)

The last 7th class featured reduplication of the root (fall, let)

lailait (in the Gothic language)

In the OE the two parts merged into one root.

THE WEAK VERBS.

The weak verbs had three main forms:

- the infinitive

- the Praterite

- Participle II.

The weak verbs formed three forms by means of a dental suffix. The suffix of the weak verbs later turned into the standard suffix -ed. In Germanic languages there were four weak classes, in OE we find three weak classes.

In the 1st weak class we find three subclasses:

1. weak verbs with the short root syllable (neriat - nered - nered).
2. weak verbs with the long syllable variants (fedan - fedde - fedd).
3. irregular verbs (совр. глаголы, которые имеют чередование гласного + нестандартный «t/d») (to think - thought - thought, to tell - told - told).
     taljan > tellan (везде был jan       палатальная перегласовка tellan (инф) - (Praterite) talde в форме прошедшего времени элемента «j» не было).

All the verbs of the 1st weak class are derivatives with the help of the suffix jan which caused palatal mutation in the root. However in the Praterite of the 3rd subgroup the suffix was dropped. That is why there was no palatal mutation in the Praterite.

The same is true of the gradation man-men, that is they went through palatal mutation in the plural

     manniз > men

The 2nd weak class was the most regular one. It had no exceptions

 - ode (Prater) - od (P.II)

love: luvian - luvode - luvod

It served as the basis for the future development of the standard verbs.

The 3rd class was not numerous and it was in the state of decay.

In ME: to have, to live, to say (different models)

habban - h  bde - h  bd

There are also two minor types of conjugation.

 - Preterit-Present Verbs

 - Suppletive Verbs

The Preterit-Present Verbs were originally strong verbs belonging to certain classes, then for some semantic reasons their old past came to be used as the present tense form after which a new Preterit form was formed according to the weak type as the productive. They have given us modal verbs: dare, must, may, should, shall, can, ought.

Cunnan (inf.) - can (present - старое прошедшее).

Suppletive verbs:

There have always been two suppletive verbs: to be, to go.

“To be” in the OEP had two present paradigms 

to be 
 bist (   bhen IE)

            am (   es  IE)

“to go”: OE зan-ecde (прош. время). Later the Preterite “ecde” was replaced by the Preterite “wendte” (от wendan = wander).

The categories: 7 grammatical categories in the ME language, but there were 4 categories in OE:

1. tense: Present/Preterite

2. Mood (Indicative, Imper., Subj.)

3. Person

4. Number

Cepan (keep)

Ic    cepe

  n   cepst

he   cep  

Other categories were only beginning to develop (voice, aspect, phase, etc.)

SYNTAX.

OE was a typically synthetic language: the structure of the sentence, the members of the sentence were typical of a synthetic lang.

The same members of the sentence (Russian and English). However the word order in the sentence was more grammatically free: it was more semantic than grammatical thus, for instance, inversion was not obligatory for a question and on the contrary inversion could occur in a declarative sentence: Wille ic sagen = могу я сказать.
1. However there were two shirt grammatical rules which are still observed in Modern German language:

2. a frame construction
3. inversion in sentences beginning with secondary members (obligatory)
THE TYPES OF SENTENCES.

In the main, the types and the kinds of sentences were the same: simple & compound, main clauses & subordinate clauses. But there were however some peculiarities:

1. 2 types of impersonal sentences.

2. the younger type like the modern with «it» with «hit».
3. an impersonal sentence without the subject: him   uhte - ему подумалось.

Another feature: the difference between coordination and subordination was not pronounced (не проявлялось) esp. in epic poems.

Of the 5 complexes that we have now, in OE there was only 2: Acc. With the infinitive, Nom. With the infinitive.

MEANS OF WORDBUILDING AND WORDSTOCK.

Like any G. language OE was rich in means of wordbuilding. There were 3 of them: affixation, word composition (word compounding) and sound gradation (it was not productive)

AFFIXATION.

The noun and the adjective were rich in suffixes. Sometimes the noun added an element which in OE was a word and later became a suffix.

Had - царство, область - hood, ful and so on.

As to the verb, it was rich prefixes. The prefixes marked the terminative character of the verb.

1. WORD COMPOSITION.

2. noun + noun: goldsmith
3. adjective + noun: cwic + seolfor = quicksilver 
4. noun + adjective: win + sad (насыщенный вином)

adjective + adjective: wid + cu     (широкоизвестный

