The Grammatical System of the OEP.

The OE language was a typically synthetic language. All the national parts of speech have a number or grammatical categories     by means of grammatical affixes.

The Noun.

The OE noun had the grammatical category of number, case (N, G, D, A.), the grammatical gender which depended on the noun    . There was no article but there were words, which could function as those expressing definiteness/indefiniteness: the pronoun se, seo,    (тот) (мн. число   a). This demonstrative pronoun of     functioned as the article. Up to the 12th century the demonstrative “  “had two functions (pronoun, article).

How the noun was declined:

N

G

D

A  

The OE noun had nine declensions. The type of declension depended on the stem-building suffix. Accordingly the declensions subdivided:

- The a-stem      m and n   day

- The o-stem      f               care

- The i-stem   all genders   deal

- The n-stem                       son

These four types of vowel declensions are also referred to as the strong declension (Сильное склонение или спряжение – изменение гласной, слабое – суффикс с согласным).

3 consonant declensions:

The  -nt-stem     friend

The  -s-stem       child

The  -r-stem       sister

+ one more: weak declension – the –en-stem    ox – oxen

and the root stem declension (man – men, woman – women)

The suffix of a certain stem did not exist in the OE language – the type of stem is determined through the whole paradigms.

ЧТО СОХРАНИЛОСЬ?

The regular suffix – goes back to the old “as” of the a-stem declension masculine. The homonymous forms (deer - deer) go back to the a-stem declension neutral with the long syllable variant

sheep

They were homonymous already then.

-en is the old suffix of the en-stem declension. There are only three such words in the literal language: ox, child, brother (in dialects there are many more of them). But only “oxen” belonged to the weak declension. “child” belonged to the n-stem declension. And the plural was “”

There is also so called foreign plural, but these are much later borrowings.

The suffix of the possessive case’s has developed from the Gen. case with the ending –es the a-stem declension masculine.

The Adjective.

The adjective in OE agreed with the noun in gender, number and case
it had all the categories of agreement, besides the adjective had two declensions: the strong and the weak declension. The strong declension of the adjective had the case ending similar to those of the corresponding vowel declension of the noun. Some endings were like those of the demonstrative pronouns. That is why sometimes the strong    is referred to as the pronominal declension. As to the weak declension it had in oblige cases the suffix with the consonant “n”. The type of the adjective declension depended on the indefinites or definiteness of the noun.

The pronoun.

There were several groups of pronouns, but they were fewer in number: personal pronoun, demonstrative pronoun, interrogative pronoun, and indefinite pronoun. The personal pronouns were declined; like the nouns they had four cases:

N   ic         (=I)

G   min      (=mine)

D   me       (=me)

A   mec

Besides in old times the 1st and the 2nd person had the dual number 

Ic (я)   - wit (я и ты)   - we (мы больше, чем  )

 U       -  it 

The idea of possession was expressed by the Gen. case of the personal pronouns.

As to the demonstrative pronouns there were two groups for “this” and for “that”

  is  (this)  -    es (these)

  at  (that)  -    os (those)

    
the (gave us the modern article)

There were interrogative pronouns:

hw  t
what

hwyk
which and so on.

The indefinite pronouns:

The group was not so numerous as in the ME language.

All these: somebody/thing – were not words, but word groups.

Anything <           .

There were “each, much, little” and so on.

The verb.

There were finite and non-finite forms. The non-finite forms were the Infinitive and the Participle (I and II). There was no Gerund.

a) The Infinitive in OE was a verbal noun and belonged to the weak –en-stem declension. Of the four cases the Infinitive employed only two (N. -    , D.- drincenne).

The D. Case, which was very frequently used, was often used with the preposition “to” as an adverbial modifier of purpose and later it came to be used as the marker of the infinitive (нет с модальными глаголами т.к. они не могут выражать цель).

b) The Participle was a verbal adjective. Like any adjective – it had the category of agreement. It agreed with its noun in gender, number and case. As to the formation, P.I was formed from the present item with the suffix –ende, -ande. As to P.II, its formation depended on the type of the verb. These were four types of conjugation: two major types and two minor types. The two major: the strong conjugation & the weak conjugation. A strong verb had four main forms:

-the infinitive

- Preterit singular 1st and 3rd person

- the 2nd person singular and all the persons of the plural and the past subjunctive

- Participle II

There are seven classes of strong verbs. The gradation was based on: in the first 5 classes the basis was the ablaut or the “e-o” gradation: “e-o-zero”.

e  -  o    (IE)

i   -  a  -  zero   (Germanic)

Different gradations resulted as an interaction (взаимодействие). The vowels of gradation and the phonetic conditions of the root

I.    writan    -    wrat    -    writon  -  writen

       (i + i       (a + i>a)   (i + зero)    (i + zero)

