Lecture 3.

· The beginning of the history of the English language

· The ancient inhabitants of the British Isles

· Three periods in the history of the English language (periodisation of the English language)

It is believed that the Br. Isles have been populated for about 50000 years. But of course we can guess it only by some relic especially of archeological character. The only tribe we have some knowledge of (the most ancient one) is the Iberians. They are believed to have populated the Br. Isles in 3000 Bc. They were a small dark-haired race who were civilized enough for that period and as it is clear from the relics which have survived. They were peaceful: most of the objects, which are found now, can’t be identified as weapon. They were civilized, their culture was very high for that period. This can be judged from the monuments, which have survived from that time. 

The next wave whom we know of are Celts who are believed to have reached the Br. Isles in 700 Bc. It was the time of so called “great migration”. The Celts came to the Br. Isles on the wave of the so-called “great migration”/ The are believed to have come in 3 waves and two large groups. The Celts were very war-like people, very moveable, great wanderers and great conquerors – a very strong tribe. They lived under the tribal system in clans. They spoke the Celtic tribal tongues, which are believed to have been the remote ancestors of some tongues on the Br. Isles now, for example, of Welsh. When we come to the beginning of our era we find that the main population, as we can understand, are the Celts.

At the very end of the first millenium BC Julius Caesar got greatly interested in the Br. Isles which were independent then. He arranged two main rades there: they took place in 54-55 and 56 BC. The troops were not very numerous. There were two legions, that’s why we can’t call it a massive occupation yet. A real occupation by the Romans began under the emperor Claudius in 43 AD. About 25000 legionaries were landed there, well trained and well equipped. They conquered the best part, the most Furtile parts and Claudius declared the Br. Isles to be a Roman Province. So they drove the native population (the Celts) further to the West and to the North (to Wales and to Scotland), to the mountainous part. Of course, the battle was very fierce. The Celts were not warriors then, but they fought fiercely against the Roman troops, however, they couldn’t manage them. Inspite of that this occupation was beneficial for the Br. Isles because the Roman culture was higher than that of the Celts. They built splendid roads. Even now we may found some roads built by the Romans. In some places they built water supply and a number of fortresses which later turned into towns. Thus, for instance, the place were London is situated now is believed to have been a fortress which then grew into the town and then into the city. The word “London” goes back to the Latin word “Londinium” which was the original name of the place where the fortress and later the town was. So in connection with this earliest history it is of interest to discuss the origin of some familiar names.

The word “England” goes back to the old combination of two words – Anglo landa. The word “Britain” goes back to the name of one of the Celtic tribes: the most powerful and the most numerous of the Celtic tribes were the Britains, the Scotts and the Pickts. “Scotland” – the land of the Scotts.

The Roman occupation lasted for about 4 hundred years. All through the 5th century and especially towards the middle of it the barbarian tribes began to attack the Roman empire, so the Roman troops which were stationed in Gr. Britain had to be called back to defend the Roman Empire from the barbarians. At the same time the Franks occupied Gane which couldn’t but result in the Br. Isles be cut from the Roman Empire. The result was the weakening of the Roman Power in the Br. Isles and in the middle of the 5th century (in 449). A large group of the Germanic Tribes moved from the territory of Central Europe partly through Gane and partly through the sea to the Br. Isles much earlier, but at the beginning their rades were short, they didn’t come for the permanent stay. They came mostly not in families, but just only warriors. They came mostly in the warm time of the year and when it became cold they returned to their native land. And in 449 it was a real occupation. A great number of people together with their families moved to the British Isles. They came in 3 tribes:

· The Angles        more numerous

· The Saxons        more numerous

· The Jutes            not very large one

The Angles formed three kingdoms:

· Northumbria

· Mercia

· East Anglia

The Saxons:

· Wessex

· Essex

· Sussex

Since they lived under the tribal system the territory wasn’t a uniform state. It was called (the period) Heptorchy (семицарствие). The Old English period is a period of constant struggles and fighting between the Kingdoms for supremacy. At first Northumbria and Mercia were the most powerful kingdoms. But later the supremacy moved to Wessex which was the most powerful kingdom at the end of the Old English Period, when it was headed by King Alfred the Great.

The Periods in the History of English

Traditionally the history of the development the English language is divided into three main periods:

1. The Old English Period (OE) 449 - 11 century (1066)

2. The mid English Period (ME) 11 century – 15 century

3. The New English Period (NE) 15 century – up to now

Each of these periods can be divided into two small periods, OE – Early OE and Late OE

From the point of view of the political and social characteristics the OE period was the period of the tribal system. That is the people lived in large clans headed by the leaders. It was the period when they only began to learn to cultivate land. From the point of view of the linguistic characteristics of the period there was no uniform language. When we speak of the OE language we mean the community of related tongues spoken by the OE tribes. If we consider the system of the OE period we find that the language of that time was typically synthetic language: like all the O. Languages. Each notional part of speech had a great number of grammatical markers (affixes) thus the noun had nine declentions. The verb had several conjugations. Word order in the sentence was much more free than it is now.

As to the Middle English Period socially and politically it began as the period of the decay (упадок) of the tribal system and the formation of feudalism. On the one hand it was progressive for the country but on the other hand it resulted in isolation of different parts of the country which in its turn resulted in the formation of the local dialects.

From the point of view of the development of the language the ME period is characterized as a period of transition (перехода) from the synthetic structure to analytical structure which the Modern English language is now. There are two most important processes which effected the language and which are responsible for it change; they are:

· The phonetic process of reduction

· The grammatical process of leveling on analogy (выравнивание по аналогии) подгонка под один тип слов разных типов (склонения, спряжения и т. д.)
New English Period
2 subperiods:

· Early NE (15-18)

· Modern English

Politically and socially the period is characterized by the decay of feudalism and the literally language, the national language, the literally norm.

ME is an analytical type of language. (только –s, -ed, -ing) 

Henry Swead (крупнейший филолог): “OE was the period of full endings, ME was the period of leveled endings and the NE is the period of no endings!”

