Lecture 4.

· The Old English Period.

· Writings of the Period and the Alphabets

· The Sound System of the OEP

a) brief characteristics of the OEP

b) the main sound changes

· The grammatical system (the Noun, the Pronoun, the Adjective, the Verb and some points of syntax)

· The structure of the sentence, types of sentences, word order

· Means of word building and word stock

1) In the writing of the OEP we find two alphabets employed: the older (runic) alphabet in which we have only inscriptions and the latin alphabet in which we have quite a number of writings.

The runic alphabet:

· an inscription on Frank’s Casket (шкатулка)
There is a very old ancient inscription, which is not very easy even to decode. It is made of whalebone. 

· Ruthwell cross

It’s a Christian cross on which we find an inscription in the runic alphabet. It was found near the place Ruthwell. That’s why it is called Ruthweel cross.

· The Latin Alphabet:
· Anglo-Saxon Chronicle

· It registered the most important historical events from the 9th c. up to the 12th c. It doesn’t mean that monks didn’t write anything before, they did. But before the 9th c. monks kept the chronicles in different monasteries and in the 9th c. (on the initiative of King Alfred the Great) they compiled different manuscripts in one and began to continue registering the events in several main manuscripts. Of course it’s not a literally creations and the facts are rather monotonous. But it’s a splendid sample of Anglo-Saxons prose.

· Besides we have quit a number of private documents (financial documents)

· But of course the most important things are literally works. The point is that though A-S. Tribes are considered to be barbarians, we have splendid samples born of poetry and prose.

Poetry.
All in all we have about 30000 lines. What do we find among them? First of all there are shorter and longer poems. The longest is “Beowulf” (1/10 of the whole, 30000) It is a complete poem, an epic poem, a legend of a hero.

The meter (размер) of the poem: The old Germanic and English verse had no rhythm and no meter. The main device which was employed is alliteration – it’s a repetition of certain sounds. The key sound for alliteration was the first stressed sound of several sounds at the beginning of the second half-line

Alliteration was the universal device. Whatever we have in the OE verses everything was alliterated. OE poetry was very rich in metaphors:

36 – “battle”

17 – “sea”



“sun” = “world candle” etc

12 – “hero”

Though it (Beowulf) it is a legend in some parts we can rely on it as on historical material because it is based on some historical events, there are names of real kings, tribes and which is more important we can draw from it interesting information on their way of life: the descriptions of the warriors, their weapons the relations between the king and his vassals, of their duties.

Other poems:

It is unique that in spite of the fact that it is very old poetry and mostly epic it is clear that the authors (anonimys) are interested in the readers and the hearers’ reaction. Even in Beowulf and even more in later poems we find highly pronounced lyrical basis.

Another wonders of the OEP are the so-called elegiac poems (of the late OEP). There are referred to as elegiac because they are elegiac in their dominant hey note. There are four of them: one of them is called “Widsith” (maybe the of the author) in which sufferings of the author, his life are described; author is called “Deor’s Lament” – it is also a sad elegiac poem in which the author describes the hardlots of different people. The poem is unique by its strophic form; two more: Wanderer, Sea Farer.

Besides we find fragments of two more epic poems and quite a number of short poems. More than half of them are religious poems either of devotional or moralistic character. Some of them describe lives of saints or paraphrase the Bible. And also there is gnomic verse. Some riddles. OE Poetry was highly accomplished. As far as the main attitudes are concerned we find here a mixture of pagan and Christian thought.

Prose
· Prose is a much later achievement than poetry and it is unique that at the time than other people of Europe only began to compose verse the OE people began to write prose.

· A-S Chronicle

· King Alfred the Great is one of the greatest authors of OE prose (9th c.). He was king of Wessex. His life wasn’t long but very hard. He had to fight against the Danes (a Scandinavian Tribe). He is a great enlighter.

“At the time when other rules were moral and intellectual monsters, K. A. was to enlighten his people”.

