OEP.

In the writing of the OEP we find two alphabets employed: the older (runic) alphabet in which we have only inscriptions and the latin alphabet in which we have quite a number of writings. The runic alphabet: -an inscription on Frank’s Casket (шкатулка) There is a very old ancient inscription, which is not very easy even to decode. It is made of whalebone. Ruthwell cross It’s a Christian cross on which we find an inscription in the runic alphabet. It was found near the place Ruthwell. That’s why it is called Ruthweel cross. The Latin Alphabet: Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. It registered the most important historical events from the 9th c. up to the 12th c. It doesn’t mean that monks didn’t write anything before, they did. But before the 9th c. monks kept the chronicles in different monasteries and in the 9th c. (on the initiative of King Alfred the Great) they compiled different manuscripts in one and began to continue registering the events in several main manuscripts. Of course it’s not a literally creations and the facts are rather monotonous. But it’s a splendid sample of Anglo-Saxons prose. Besides we have quit a number of private documents (financial documents) But of course the most important things are literally works. The point is that though A-S. Tribes are considered to be barbarians, we have splendid samples born of poetry and prose. Poetry. All in all we have about 30000 lines. What do we find among them? First of all there are shorter and longer poems. The longest is “Beowulf” (1/10 of the whole, 30000) It is a complete poem, an epic poem, a legend of a hero. The meter (размер) of the poem: The old Germanic and English verse had no rhythm and no meter. The main device which was employed is alliteration – it’s a repetition of certain sounds. The key sound for alliteration was the first stressed sound of several sounds at the beginning of the second half-line Alliteration was the universal device. Whatever we have in the OE verses everything was alliterated. OE poetry was very rich in metaphors: “sun” = “world candle” etc Though it (Beowulf) it is a legend in some parts we can rely on it as on historical material because it is based on some historical events, there are names of real kings, tribes and which is more important we can draw from it interesting information on their way of life: the descriptions of the warriors, their weapons the relations between the king and his vassals, of their duties. Other poems: It is unique that in spite of the fact that it is very old poetry and mostly epic it is clear that the authors (anonimys) are interested in the readers and the hearers’ reaction. Even in Beowulf and even more in later poems we find highly pronounced lyrical basis. Another wonders of the OEP are the so-called elegiac poems (of the late OEP). There are referred to as elegiac because they are elegiac in their dominant hey note. There are four of them: one of them is called “Widsith” (maybe the of the author) in which sufferings of the author, his life are described; author is called “Deor’s Lament” – it is also a sad elegiac poem in which the author describes the hardlots of different people. The poem is unique by its strophic form; two more: Wanderer, Sea Farer. Besides we find fragments of two more epic poems and quite a number of short poems. More than half of them are religious poems either of devotional or moralistic character. Some of them describe lives of saints or paraphrase the Bible. And also there is gnomic verse. Some riddles. OE Poetry was highly accomplished. As far as the main attitudes are concerned we find here a mixture of pagan and Christian thought. Prose Prose is a much later achievement than poetry and it is unique that at the time than other people of Europe only began to compose verse the OE people began to write prose. A-S Chronicle King Alfred the Great is one of the greatest authors of OE prose (9th c.). He was king of Wessex. His life wasn’t long but very hard. He had to fight against the Danes (a Scandinavian Tribe). He is a great enlighter. “At the time when other rules were moral and intellectual monsters, K. A. was to enlighten his people”. King Alfred the Great (848-901). He himself introduced the educational reform, imported learned people, scholars from Europe to teach at the monasteries (monastery schools) and he himself ventured to write prose. That’s why he is sometimes referred to as «The Father of E. Prose». His purpose was to educate his people. That’s why it was on his initiative that the Anglo-Sacson chronicle was started as a single piece. He himself translated several very important books into the OE language: from Latin, because before the OE prose developed, there were some writings in Latin and in order to be able to translate from Latin he learned Latin himself with the role purpose of translating learned books: «Ecclesiastical history of the E people» written by Bede the Venerable (Беда Достопочтенный) («Церковная история английского народа»). In this book we also find a poem by Cadmon. Bede describes how Cadmon got the ability of glorifying God in his dream. («Cadmon’s Hymn») He translated «World History» by Paulus Orosius - a Spanish monk who wrote «World History» in which there are some interesting historical and geographical facts. King Alfred inserted some parts describing the Northern Parts of the world (Scandinavia). So these are episodes written by King Alfred. That’s why they are precious to us. «Pastoral Care» («Заботы пастыря») by Pope Gregory - he was a highly educated, intellectual and spiritual man. The book describes what a clergyman should do for people. So these are the main translations by king Alfred The Great. And we consider we find that they are much shorter that the originals: he picked out only something which he considered very important, some parts are adopted and some parts are paraphrased. There some other prose writers. The most important for the development of writing are Wulfstan and Alfic. They lived at the end of the OE Period (end X - beginning XI). They were both clergymen. Wulfstan was a bishop. Since they were clergymen they mostly wrote homilies (проповеди). Both Wulfstan and Alfic were brilliant stylists and had their own styles. Both wrote in alliterated and rhythmic prose. Wulfstan’s style was more firy, more energetic and Alfic’s style was a bit gentler. He is considered to be one of the greatest stylists of the period. Wulfstan was also a great statesman, he took an active part in the reforms (in the state and church). As to Alfic he is interesting for us because he is the author of one of the first grammars «Colloqui» which was written as an instruction for monastery students, it was written in the form of a dialogue between the teacher and his pupils. It was desired as an instruction in good language and it is considered to be one of the first grammars in the history of the development of the E language. 

The Sound System. In OE, as it is now, there were long and short vowels. Short: a, (э), e, i, o, u, y; long: a, (э), e, i, o, u, y. There was no reduction. The main principle of the orthography was the phonetic principle. There were some sounds which are not pronounced in the modern language. One of the other interesting features is complete parallelism (в староанглийском гласные образуют полноценные пары а-а..., тогда как в современном языке этого не наблюдается I не равно i: т.к. разница не только в долготе, но и в качестве гласного). OE - modern English. Общее: - деление на долгие/краткие; - сохранение некоторых звуков. Разница: - отсутствие параллелизма в современном English;  - исчезли некоторые звуки появились новые. There were also diftongs, both long and short: ea, eo (not a single one is now preserved). Difference - there were long and shot diftongs (in ME only long diftongs) - the second element sonorous than the glide in ME. - the second element was broader (now narrower). Consonants. There were no affricates t  , d  , besides there were no fricatives. There was no palatalisation, which is strictly forbidden in the modern language, in some positions. The sounds s-z, f-v, were not different phonemes, they were positional variants of the phonemes. There was aspiration. Sound Changes. Vowels: 1)palatalisation of the Germanic [a] a:>. in all the positions except the position before a nasal dags (Gothic) || ME day There was no palatalisation before a nasal consonant. Before a nasal consonant ‘a’ was nasalised and labialised: man 2)breaking (преломление)A monophtong became a diphtong        a>ea; a shot monophtong gave a short diphtong and a long monophtong gave a long diphtongGothic ahtan || EO eahta > ME eight Breaking occurred before: «rr, r + a consonant, l, h».No immediate traces of it in the modern language can be seen due to monophtongazotion. 3)palatal mutation (палатальная перегласовка, Umlaut) By palatal mutation we mean a change which consisted in the root vowel becoming more front and more narrow. Palatal mutation is an assimilating change of the root vowel affected by the sounds «i» or «j» in the following suffix (a repressive assimilation) There are numerous traces palatal mutation in the ME: the noun with vowel gradation (man-men) in the plural; adjectives with two sets of forms (old-older or elder) and adverbs; verbs like tell-told, teach-taught; some worlds building pairs long-length. 4)velar mutation (веллерная, небная перегласовка) Velar mutation is a change of the root vowel caused by the back vowel in the suffix (repressive assimilation) There are now immediate traces of it in the ME language. 5)lengthening of stressed vowels in the root Chronologically there were two lengthenings: the earlier (prehistoric; III – IV c.) and later (IV c. and later). The earlier lengthening occurred due to the loss of a consonant. There were two instances here: - dropping of з [h] seoзan . OE seon (>to see; sehen in Deutsch) when a nasal was dropped before a fricative Goth. Fimf || OE fif (german funf) The second lengthening: the root vowel was lengthened before certain combinations ld, nd and so on : old, cold, kind, wind, table II Consonants 1)The prehistoric process of doubling West Germanic consonants which is typical of the whole occurred as a by-product of the process of palatal mutation. *satjan > s(э) ttan There are no immediate traces of it in the Me. 2)rotacism: a certain fricative was voiced according to Verner’s law and later it developed into “r” was – were  sein – war- gewesen 3)Palatalization  Some consonants were palatalized when they occurred next to a front vowel (e, i, y)OE cild ( > ME child) Later they (palatalized consonants) gave new phonemes 4)metathesis (метатеза) – a prehistoric process; metathesis is changing of positions of consonants in one root der Teller || тарелка third <   ridda brennen || burn 5)dropping – see lengthening of vowels 6)voicing some fricatives were voiced in the intervocal position. It is due to this voicing that we get such pairs of words as: life – lives, shelf - shelves

